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Facts about Vanuatu 

 

Vanuatu, in the South Pacific Ocean, is 

made up of over 80 islands of which 

about 65 are inhabited today. Its land 

mass is only about one fifth the size of 

Tasmania.  

The population of Vanuatu is 230,000 

(Vanuatu Daily Post, 18 July 2020). 

Together the islands form an 

archipelago of volcanic origin, 800 kms 

long. To the north lie the Solomon 

Islands, east is Fiji, south is New 

Caledonia and west is Australia. 

There are 14 main islands; the largest is 

Espiritu Santo. The capital city, Port 

Vila, is on the island of Efate. 

The islands experience many 

earthquakes, cyclones (8-10 per year) 

and volcanic eruptions. 

Economy 

Vanuatu is a very poor country. Its GDP 

is ranked in the lowest 10 countries in 

the world; 40% comes from tourism. 

Only one third of the population is in 

formal employment; the other two thirds 

are involved with subsistence crops, 

fishing and gardening in rural areas. 

Manufacturing accounts for less than 

9% of GDP. 

Vanuatu citizens can work in Australia 

and New Zealand as seasonal 

agricultural workers on short term visas. 

The history of Vanuatu 

Groups of Melanesian and Polynesian people migrated to these islands 

over time from 550 BC.  Each group settled in its own village. Over 113 

languages and dialects developed, some of which are now lost. 

commons.wikimedia.org 

commons.wikimedia.org 
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 Colonial powers (Spanish, French and English) arrived from 1606.  

In 1774 Captain James Cook charted the islands and called them the 

New Hebrides. 

Christian missionaries followed. Christianity put an end to many tribal 

wars under more centralised government. 

Between 1847 and 1904, islanders were kidnapped and taken to 

Queensland, Fiji and Hawaii to work on cotton and sugar plantations; 

the practice was called blackbirding and created havoc in Vanuatu. 

In 1906 France and England set up joint colonial rule over the islands 

as the New Hebrides Condominium, with 2 parallel systems in French 

and English.   

In 1978-80 local people called for independence. On  30 July 1980, 

independence was declared and a parliamentary democracy was 

installed. The country was named Vanuatu with the motto: In God We 

Stand. The people were called  ni-Vanuatu.   

The constitution legislated that there be 3 official languages: Bislama 

(English based Creole), French and English. 

Education 

6 years of primary schooling are government subsidised, however 

school supplies are costly. Only 20-25% of students continue to junior 

secondary education.  

Tertiary education is offered through the University of the South Pacific 

which has its law campus in Port Vila and also through the newly 

established National University of Vanuatu (2020). There are also 

TAFEs and colleges.  Otherwise ni-Vanuatu can apply for overseas 

study scholarships.  

In July 2020 Vanuatu celebrated its 40th 

Independence Anniversary. The theme 

was ‘Prosperity for self-reliance and a 

resilient future’. 

The population was encouraged to wear 

the national colours and for a week (23-

30 July) there were joyful parades and 

music and festivities.  

(Vanuatu Daily Post, 27 July 2020) 

en.wikipedia.org 
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The cover illustration: ‘Cyclone Pam II’ 
This was painted by Juliette Pita, Vanuatu’s most famous 

contemporary artist. It shows a mother bending and praying 

over her child. The waves crash over her but a palm tree bends 

protectively over them. On the horizon are small crosses 

representing lives taken by Cyclone Pam in 2015. 

Black triangle: the rich volcanic soil of the islands. 

Emblems in the triangle: a full round pig’s tusk—a sign of wealth; 

two crossed namele cycad fronds—a sign of peace. 

Flag of Vanuatu 

Red stripe: the blood that binds the 

human race. 

Y-shape: the layout of the islands 

forming Vanuatu; yellow for peace 

and the light of Christianity spreading 

through the islands. (Today 83% of 

people identify as Christian.)     

Green stripe: lush vegetation. 

WDP services in Vanuatu began in 1946.  However for many of the 

women who helped to write today’s program, this collaboration was 

the first time they had worked together with women from other 

Christian denominations. They are confident that this experience will 

bring a new assurance to Vanuatu women’s voices. The Vanuatu 

Committee’s prayer is that they will ‘lift up the voice of Vanuatu 

women across the world’. 

World Day of Prayer in Vanuatu 

Challenges for Vanuatu 

Outside of the main towns, there is inadequate drinking water and 

sanitation to combat health issues.   

Malnutrition is common among children as local agriculture is taken 

over by commercial interests.  

Gender based violence seriously affects women and girls. 

Despite legislated gender equality, only 5 women have been elected 

to the national parliament since 1980. 



5 

 WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE 2021 

Leader: Welcome to the 2021 World Day of Prayer service, prepared by 

the Christian women of the Republic of Vanuatu. 

With the women of Vanuatu, we welcome our sisters and brothers 

around the world... 

All: … in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

Leader: Vanuatu is a small country located in the South Pacific Ocean, a 

republic formed after gaining independence in 1980 from a French and 

British Condominium government. It proudly adopted the motto, ‘In God 

we stand’. 

 

Vanuatu’s black and white sandy beaches, its coral reefs and coloured 

fish, its lovely birds and the fruits and nuts in the forest, all make the 

islands a natural paradise.  However, Vanuatu is also vulnerable to 

frequent tropical storms, cyclones, tsunamis, earthquakes, volcanic 

eruptions and floods. 

 

Each island and village used to have its own chief and own style of 

governance, its own gods and its own language. Women and men would 

come together at the farea or village meeting house to discuss major 

issues.   

WELCOME 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: Our Gospel reading in this service will come from the final words 

of the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew chapter 7.  There Jesus says 

that if we listen to his words and if we act on them it is like building a 

house on rock and not on sand. 

 

As in the first verses of Psalm 127,   

 ‘Unless the LORD builds the house,  

  the builders labour in vain. 

 Unless the LORD watches over the city,  

  the guards stand watch in vain.’ (NIV) 

All: Happy is everyone who trusts the house-builder, God.   

       Let us be one of those!  Amen 
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SONG OF PRAISE 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

Thank you for the fellowship we enjoy through World Day of Prayer, with 

each other and with our sisters and brothers around the world. 

Thank you for the authority, wisdom, knowledge and understanding that 

you grant us to care for the wonderful natural resources of our countries. 

Thank you for fertile lands, for fresh air, beautiful sunshine and for the 

blue seas, still waters and clean environment of Vanuatu’s islands. 

Thank you for the sweet melody of birds and the mystery of fish in rivers 

and seas.  Thank you for waterfalls that serenely declare your majesty 

and power. 

Thank you for the sound of children singing, laughing and shouting and 

for the prayers and songs of the young and old which manifest the joy of 

your love. 

All: Praises, glory and honour be unto you alone forever! 

       Life-giving God, receive our praise. 

All: Loving God, on whom Vanuatu stands, we praise you. 

Holy, holy, holy God, Creator of heaven and earth and all that is in them, 

you are present in the history of your people, yesterday, today and 

forever.   

Lagoon near Port Vila on the island of Efate   ihacom.co.uk       

Leader:  Let us be thankful for the great things that God has done. 
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VOICES FROM VANUATU 

Leader: Let us listen to the voices of some women in Vanuatu as they 

tell us about their lives, and how God has been their source of strength. 

Rhetoh: 

My name is Rhetoh.  I am the second child from a family of 

eight.  I left school at the end of Year 6, as there was no money 

to continue my education.  My family could only afford to 

educate my older brother, the first born, and not me, a girl. 

One day I heard that there was a sewing class for girls at the 

local centre.  I applied and was accepted, but my dad had no 

money to pay the fees.  I was so disheartened. 

Then I turned my attention to the church to fill my desire to 

learn, joining the youth group, attending Bible studies and later 

getting involved with women’s ministry.   

With this determination and faith in God, I found ways to 

educate myself and acquire skills to earn a living to provide for 

my family.  I now make items and sell them at the Mamas 

Markets where other women like me, with little education, can 

earn a living. 

I praise God for the blessings in my life, especially for our family 

of three children.  I thank God as the source of my strength and 

for helping me put into practice what I have learned.  I have 

become strong and wise in the Lord.  

Leader: In Vanuatu, many children in rural areas walk long distances to 

go to school.  Some even have to leave home and attend boarding 

school at a very young age. 

Later education for all is not mandatory.   

The school system is either in French or English. In rural areas they also 

have their own languages and Bislama. 

Equal access for boys and girls to schooling is still a work in progress. 

Loltong Village, Pentecost Island 

Flickr  (Graham Crumb)    
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With more children to feed, and no room in the house for all the 

children, I had to find my own food in the streets and slept outside 

the house in a shack.  I used an old copra sack as a blanket to 

protect me from the cold. 

Somehow I met some Christians, who told me that God loved me.  

I could not understand this kind of love in the midst of my suffering, 

but I decided to trust that God would take care of me, even though 

my family was not sheltering me. 

This trust became the foundation of my life.  I am strong in God 

and in his provision. 

Today I pray for those children that are growing up almost by 

themselves.  May we all know that God loves us and may children 

in every country around the world be provided with a home. 

Leader: Vanuatu’s population growth is one of the highest in the Pacific 

region.  Malnutrition is a concern in both rural and urban areas.  Although 

the tradition of growing organic food in rural gardens is strong, food 

industries are getting access to babies and children to push powdered 

milk and junk foods.  

Jacklynda: 

My name is Jacklynda.  I come from a rural village.  Since I was a 

young girl I dreamt of working in tourism in Port Vila.  I travelled to 

Port Vila to get a job in hospitality, but I did not have the training to 

get the job I dreamed of.  I have no family here, so I am living on 

the outskirts of the city.  I have no money for proper 

accommodation, for food, or to return to my village. 

I know that this is not the plan God has for me, but I don’t know 

what to do.  I pray that the rural areas of Vanuatu will be more 

valued and that young people will find the opportunities they search 

for in their own communities.  I trust that God will provide for young 

people to grow and contribute to the wellbeing of Vanuatu. 

Mothy: 

My name is Mothy.  My little brother and I grew up in a single 

parent home.  When my mother re-married, she left us with our 

grandparents.  Then my dad remarried and he took us to live with 

his new family. After our stepmother gave birth to her children, her 

attitude towards us changed altogether. 
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Leader: With 75% of the population in rural areas with little employment 

options, young people migrate to areas with economic opportunities.   
They come with minimal education and no training skills to enable them 

to gain employment in the city.  High unemployment amongst young 

people creates a generation that sees no future.  This is a great loss for 

the country.  There is a need for policies and programs to support rural 

areas, where young people can stay in their communities to be educated 

and find jobs. 

SONG 

 LISTENING TO THE WORD OF GOD 

Leader: Let us hear the word of God according to the Gospel of Matthew 

chapter 7 verses 24-27. 

 

BIBLE READING:  Matthew 7:24-27 

SPEAKER or REFLECTION (p.12) 

THE AUSTRALIAN WORLD DAY OF PRAYER PROJECT 
made possible by our offering today. 

SONG 

Leader: Gracious God, we thank you and worship you for all the 

blessings you have bestowed upon us. We offer our money and service 

to share with communities in need in Vanuatu and around the world.  

Amen. 

OFFERING PRAYER: 

OFFERING 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND COMMITMENT 

Leader: Let us confess our sins to God, who is faithful and just and will 

forgive us our sins (1 John 1:9). 
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Our Father in heaven, we stand before your house of grace to confess 

our sins.  We confess that we have listened to your words but have not 

acted on them. Often we do the things we ought not to do and leave 

undone the things we ought to do. 

All: God, who is faithful and just, will forgive us. 

We face adversities and challenges in our home and nations.  We try to 

build our lives on Jesus’ words but often we fail. Help us to do what is 

right and just.  We commit to change 

All: God, who is faithful and just, will forgive us. 

Creator God, we confess that we have polluted your creation and 

harmed sea creatures by throwing garbage into their habitats. We 

endanger marine life and ruin sustainable livelihoods.  We know we can 

change.  We confess, and commit to being good stewards of your 

creation. 

All: God, who is faithful and just, will forgive us. 

All: Bind us together in wisdom. 

PRAYERS FOR VANUATU AND THE WORLD 

We come humbly before you and pray that you will grant us your Spirit of 

wisdom and knowledge.  Teach us to discern the truth.  Lead and guide 

us to live in a way that is pleasing and acceptable to you. 

Everlasting God, the foundation on which Vanuatu stands, we ask you to 

help us to stand for peace in our nations and in our families. 

We commit the leaders and people of Vanuatu into your wise hands. 

Leader: Let us be united in prayer with Vanuatu and the world. 

Leader: We stand against the forces of injustice in our nations.  Raise up 

women to bring their voices to the governments of our nations, especially 

in Vanuatu as once they did in the farea. 

All: Bind us together in justice. 

Leader: Help us to live in unity and loving peace alongside those of other 

ethnic and cultural backgrounds. 

All: Bind us together in love, peace and unity. 
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Leader: We pray for our communities and our nations.  Heal the souls of 

those suffering addictions.   

All: Almighty God, protect our communities and heal the suffering.  

Leader: Protect those living in places prone to natural disasters, such as 

cyclones, hurricanes, volcanoes, drought, floods or bushfires. 

We especially pray for the ni-Vanuatu devastated by Cyclone Harold in 

April 2020. 

We also pray for Australian communities impacted by bushfires. 

(Please add here a prayer for Vanuatu, Australia and the world affected 

by COVID-19 which reflects the current situation.) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

 trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 

for thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.        Amen 

Leader:     Let us pray together the Lord’s Prayer: 

All: 

All: Bind us together in compassion. 

COMMISSIONING FOR THE 2022 SERVICE  

Gracious God, we pray for the people of  

………… Church who have accepted the role 

of co-ordinating the World Day of Prayer 

service in 2022. We ask your blessing upon 

them and upon those who meet to pray and 

prepare the service.     Amen 

Leader: Next year’s service is written by the women of England, Wales 

and Northern Ireland on the theme, ‘I know the plans I have for you’  from 

Jeremiah 29. 

Our local service will be held at ………. Church. 

Let us now pray for them. 

commons.wikimedia.org 
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A reflection on the reading: Matthew 7:24-27 (optional) 

 
This passage comes from the conclusion of Jesus’ teaching called ‘The 

Sermon on the Mount’. Jesus says we should hear his words and put 

them into practice (v.24).  This is not an empty instruction; behind it is 

the full understanding of Jesus’ ministry and the Kingdom of Heaven. 

The results that will come depend on the choices we make and the 

actions we take. We must put Jesus’ words into practice even when the 

‘rains and floods’ come and threaten to sweep us away. 

Let us reflect on the following questions: 

1. Jesus calls for 2 actions at the end of his teaching: hear and put 

into practice (verses 24-26).  How do you see this fitting with the 

World Day of Prayer motto of ‘Informed Prayer and Prayerful 

Action’? 

2. For us today, how might we be a wise person, or a foolish 

person, based on this teaching? 

3. When Jesus finished speaking, ‘the crowds were amazed at his 

teaching…’ (v.28). How do you react to Jesus and what he says 

in this passage? 

Let us rise and build our lives, our nations and the world on Jesus and 

his words, who taught us (7:12 NIV), ‘In everything, do to others what 

you would have them do to you.’ Acting on this is our solid foundation.  

Remember as you go out that everyone who hears the words of Jesus 

and acts on them will be like a wise person whose house will withstand 

floods.  Build your house on Jesus and his words. 

ALL: This is our strong foundation. May we be blessed as we follow 

Jesus, who is the way, the truth and the life. Amen 

CLOSING SONG: ‘The day you gave us, Lord, is ended’ 
                               (John Ellerton, 1870.  Public domain) 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

www.zondervan.com. The “NIV” and “New International Version” are trademarks registered in the United States Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.®  

SENDING OUT 

Leader:  We welcome God’s dwelling presence in and with us.  We pray 

that God will guide us, lead us, heal and restore us and our nations. 


