
Archdeaconry Synod Report 2020 

Synod this year was once again held at La Zenia, Orihuela Costa, about 45 mins drive south of 
Alicante. Fuerteventura was represented by Bob and our Synod reps Merisa and Ruth, and Fiona also 
attended as a self-funded visitor.  
 
The programme, as usual, was extremely busy and tiring, with a daily programme beginning at 8.15 
with morning prayer and finishing in the evening between 8 and 8.30pm after a Holy Eucharist 
service. As well as the usual business meetings, the theme for the conference was “Caring for God’s 
Creation” and the main highlights included: 

• excellent Bible studies around our part as Christians in caring for and as part of creation 
given by Dr Clare Amos, a Greek and Hebrew specialist based in Geneva  

• the keynote speaker was Rev. David Bookless from A Rocha – an international organisation 
involved with scientific research, environmental education, theological teaching and 
community-based conservation programmes across the globe.   

• The Suffragan Bishop, The Right Reverend Dr David Hamid, talking about “Sex! Why is this so 
complicated?” …not specifically related to the other topics but very challenging and helpful. 

• An opportunity to discuss with other chaplaincies some good new ideas that we have used 
effectively in our own chaplaincies.  

• Great networking opportunities and good opportunity to catch up with other folk and see 
how things are progressing in their part of the archdeaconry.   

• Time spent with friends! 
 
For a number of the topics we are, as reps, required to feedback to our chaplaincies the key points 
so here goes… 
 
Finance   
David, the ex-treasurer, who is on General Synod, gave some feedback from Synod to say that in 
some chaplaincies the clergy were not getting the required level of support from the laity. As a 
result, Synod were preparing several “user guides” for the peoples’ use, including: 

• How we organise our chaplaincy 

• Preparing for your new chaplain and their family 

• Welcoming your chaplain 
There will be further guides developed to help the people understand the role of the clergy e.g. what 
to expect from a half stipendiary priest, house for duty etc. (I said to Bob that we wouldn’t let him 
see those…as he does far more for us than the guide will say!!)   
 
Gwen Furmiston, the archdeaconry treasurer then gave an update on the finances. Highlights 
included: 

• Payment to General Archdeaconry Fund will be reduced by 50% this year to 61p per 
electoral role member. This is because the increase that chaplaincies have been paying in 
their central payments (equivalent to Parish share in UK) is now funding the archdeacons 
directly from Diocese of Europe 

• CMD fund which provides training for readers and clergy remains at £200 per licenced clergy 
and reader in the chaplaincy  

 
Dave Bookless A Rocha 
Key points: 

• Since 1970, 67% of the world’s species are in decline…more than half the world’s species 
have disappeared in our lifetimes 

• Our lifestyles are interwoven with what is happening to our planet 



• Apart from creation itself the biggest impact of climate change is experienced by the poor 

• The Earth belongs to God and not us and driving a species to extinction is a form of 
blasphemy.  

• Humans are a keystone species – our actions and attitudes have impacts on the rest of 
creation -creation care is fundamental to our role. God put man in the garden to take care of 
the garden not to own it! 

• Jeremiah 29 – the importance of being rooted where God plants you – “work for the 
flourishing of where God plants you” – put down deep roots and bless the place we’re in.  

• Romans 8:19 “Creation waits for the children of God to be revealed” Can we model this in 
who we are and how we live? Our role is to be catalysts to point to Him in the way we act 
today 

• Eco Church -online scheme-need to look at it and look at our lifestyles and our teaching in 
relation to creation care 

• We can’t preach the Gospel of Jesus as Him being the Lord of all, if creation care isn’t part of 
it. Our mission includes:  

o Saving souls 
o Humanity thriving 
o Creation flourishing 

• Be a part of God’s great mission “Practicing simpler carefree living with less, enjoying it and 
giving worship to God” 

 
Bishop – Sex! Why is it so complicated? 

• Not a single Christian church where this is not currently under debate 

• Need to discern what the Holy Spirit is saying to the church about all things relating to sexual 
relationships and marriage 

• It is a very complex issue relating to what is understood from Scripture along with scientific 
research  

• Fundamentally, we are called to love and support each other, rather than passing superficial 
judgements on people. 

• There are 2 types of marriage currently - Holy Matrimony – which is between a man and 
woman and recognised in Church Law and “Marriage” which is all other forms of marriage. 
To change this would involve changing Canon Law  

• Overall Synod was supportive of people of all sexual orientation and committed to loving 
and welcoming everyone and walking together whilst this complex issue is being worked 
out. 

 
Brexit Residency Applications 
This was not about helping people with their residency applications process, but rather identifying 
people who are “under the radar” and encouraging them to gain residency in the country where 
they are residing. 

• Britain does not want lots of ex pats piling back into the UK with the consequent effect on 
hospitals, social care etc.  

• Should the Diocese be involved in this process? 

• Not perceived to be a problem in the Canaries where the processes for residencia are well 
supported – more of an issue in mainland Spain -so will be working there in a couple of 
areas in the short-term 

 
 Update on the Camino Chaplaincy 

• It has begun to support pilgrims walking the Camino 

• Based in Santiago de Campostela near the Catholic Cathedral 

• Operates from Easter until the end of October 



• Relies on donations to operate 
 
Discussion in Small Groups 
The “look and feel” of the chaplaincies varied hugely, and this came across particularly in the 
discussion groups with some chaplaincies more fragile than others due to finances. 
Sharing good ideas that have worked in our chaplaincy. We talked about Reverse Advent and Lent 
Campaign, and CBBC.  
 
Good ideas we picked up: 

• Took people off to a recycling plant to see what happens 

• Monthly beach cleans 

• PLogging and PLalking (Picking Litter as you jog and Picking Litter as you walk) 

• Ecumenical services and projects  

• Barcelona – using food as a draw …. building a community using food 
 
Diocesan Staff 
Outlined the extensive work that the Diocese does for us as its members which includes: 
Money management 

• Administering our British accounts 

• Gift Aid 

• Pension admin for staff 
Ministry support including: locum placements, clergy recruitment, reader support and training 
Safeguarding 
Communications -website views are growing. Webinars on media – this will be repeated later this 
year for folk to sign up for 
People including legal advice etc. 
 
During this session there was also an expressed need for better “joined up” communications at the 
diocesan level and filtering down to the chaplaincies. This was something that Merisa personally felt 
that she could get involved with. 
 
 
If you want more information then please speak to Ruth, Merisa or Bob.  
 


