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2019 Synod Report 

The year’s ecumenical calendar began with the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. The 

joint service in Corralejo at the north end of the island was in Spanish and English, with 

PowerPoint translations, and was attended by a variety of churches from Corralejo and 

El Cotillo. In Morro Jable, at the south end of the island, our Chaplain and our Resident 

Priest with PTO joined the local Spanish 

Catholic and German Lutheran congregations 

for their service. 

In March, the World Day of Prayer was led as 

usual by women from a number of local 

churches but an invitation was also extended 

to the men of local congregations to join 

them in prayer and worship.  

‘On the Vine’ – monthly gatherings in people’s homes for a relaxed meal, a simple 

breaking of bread and sharing of wine, informal prayer, and then a discussion about a 

current topic in the news – continued to thrive, with a variety of individuals hosting and 

leading across the island. It is now taking place in two venues simultaneously in order to 

accommodate everyone who wants to attend.  

Our evening service in Corralejo changed time at Easter, from 6:30pm to 6:00pm, and, 

despite a few regular visitors forgetting in recent months, the transition has gone 

smoothly. People no longer leave the service early to get to their hotels for evening 

meals, as happened in the past. It also meant that we were able to have more time for 

our Good Friday worship, a service in which many found the readings, reflections and 

visual images profoundly moving. After ten months of offering a monthly celebration of 

Holy Communion according to the Book of Common Prayer, it was decided that – since 

no one was attending – it was not meeting a need after all so it was discontinued. 

The Chaplaincy Council put forward Ruth Brough, 

a member of both the Corralejo and El Cotillo 

congregations, to train as a Reader and she has 

now begun her training. 

Our Chaplain Bob and our Resident Priest Judie 

ended up cancelling their scheduled holiday this 

year after Judie was diagnosed with breast cancer 

in early April. She was operated on successfully 

and after chemotherapy, followed by a course of 

radiotherapy, which brought them through to 

December, she is now regaining her strength.  Bob baptizing a married couple 

Bob on the Fiesta boat with mayor 
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The newly formed CBBC (Cotillo Boys’ 

Beer/Bible Club) has grown from strength to 

strength as men chat over life issues. They 

even had a one-off session as the “St James 

Synchronised Swimming Team” to try to keep 

up with the women who do aqua-fit weekly 

before the Bible Study on Wednesdays. And 

the aqua-fit class was joyfully interrupted one 

week in September as a resident member of the El Cotillo congregation and her husband 

were baptised by full immersion in a very moving service.   

The Chaplaincy held a Vision Day on at the beginning of October. The input of those 

who attended was supplemented by a number of written submissions made in response 

to the document circulated in preparation for the meeting. A small working group of five 

was established to follow up on the recommendations from the Vision Day, including 

undertaking a congregational skills audit. This process will continue in 2020, although we 

are already seeing practical outcomes emerge. 

In November, we introduced our first ever 

Reverse Advent Calendar. Each day (except 

Sundays) was assigned a particular tinned or 

dried food or item of toiletry that would be of 

use to Misión Cristiana Moderna (MCM - the 

Assemblies of God Spanish Pentecostal 

church in Puerto del Rosario) in their work 

across Fuerteventura with those who are homeless, refugees or living in poverty. Each 

Sunday people – from the two congregations and beyond – brought that week’s goods 

to church, and each Monday our Wardens delivered them to the Misión. We are looking 

to run a similar scheme next Lent, and in between local collecting is continuing. 

A Christmas Charity Coffee Morning, hosted annually by the daughter of a former 

Warden, raised over 850€ this year, to be divided equally between St James and 

Fuerteventura Against Cancer, a local charity that is now part of the Asociación Español 

Contra el Cáncer. On Sunday 15 December the congregation in Corralejo welcomed 

representatives of the Association to their evening worship, in order to present them 

with this year’s gift of 1500€. In addition, £700 was sent to TEAR Fund. This is part of 

the Chaplaincy’s commitment to give 10% of its income to the charities it supports. 

The year ended on a high note, as we 

welcomed over two hundred people to 

our annual Christmas Eve Carol Service, 

packing the church and overflowing 

outside. Thank heavens for warm 

Fuerteventura December evenings!     


